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1.  Bruce, James of Kinnaird [Shaw, Samuel]. An Interesting 
Narrative of the Travels of James Bruce esq. Into Abyssinia To 
Discover The Source of The Nile. Abridged from The Original 
Work.. 
London: Printed for The Editor, 1790. 
Second Edition. 12mo. 373pp. Bound in contemporary quarter calf 
with red title label over paste paper boards (with distinctly 
minimalist leather corner pieces, giving the impression that the 
book was bound well on a budget), scuffing to extremities, some 
edgewear and cracking, but a robust and attractive little volume. 
Internally clean. Speckled edges. Plain endpapers. The odd spot 
here and there, but those 18th century binders and papermakers 
clearly knew what they were about. It’s not that Bruce is 
particularly divisive, he was well received and highly thought of in 
Ethiopia, was multilingual to an impressive degree, respectful of 
local customs and observances (well, as respectful as a British 



explorer could manage) and there is no doubt that the man 
traveled, and endured, and learned and recorded to the point of 
peril and exhaustion. 

He virulently disputed prior claims to the discover of the source of 
the Blue Nile (it’s pretty much accepted that the Jesuit missionary 
Pedro Paez was the first to find the source in 1618, and arguing with
Jesuits is swimming with sharks, one can do it, but one should 



count one’s limbs), retired to his family estate at Kinnaird in a sulk 
when people argued with him, and then settled down to write his 
five volume account of his travels, of which this small yet dense 
volume is the popular abridgement. It’s fascinating, and 
atmospheric, and from a white European perspective, thrilling. The 
question still has to be considered, I think, as to how one catalogues
and handles the “classic” works of exploration in a post-colonial 
environment, when my grandfather’s “great men” are visibly no 
longer all that great, and their impressive and thrilling deeds are 
more things that must be sat with and understood with new 
discomfort. 
[Ref: 1002] £150

2.  [C. Alexander Conlin]. Poster layout advertising the 
Vaudeville stage magician Alexander “The Man Who Knows”. 
c. 1923. 
9.5 inches by 15.5 inches. A couple of old tape marks to upper edge, 
otherwise clean and sharp. Photograph and ink collage style layout 
of a playbill for one of vaudeville impresario Alexander Pantages 
“Pantages Circuit” theatres between Spokane WA and Los Angeles 
CA, for the run from April 8th 1923 to June 17 1923. The date “May 
14 1923” is written faintly in ink in the middle of the layout. C. 
Alexander Conlin, at the time one of the highest paid and most well
known Vaudeville mesmerists and stage magicians of his era, 
retired from the stage in 1927. Alexander also wrote spiritualist 
books (including “The Life And Mysteries Of The Celebrated Dr. 
Q”), invented several electrical stage effects for the performance of 
magic and retired at 47 at the very height of his fame and success, 
having made millions of dollars, and counting amongst his friends 
Harold Lloyd, Clara Bow and a bevy of other Hollywood 
luminaries. His use of a crystal ball and trademark turban made 
him an “exotic” and mysterious figure amongst stage magicians, 



and his mind reading act involving sealed envelopes from the 
audience containing questions which he would somehow answer 
added to an enduring mystique and a stellar reputation. The secrets
of his performance remained undisclosed throughout his lifetime, 
and a wealth of technique undoubtedly died with him. Also present
on the bill with Alexander are The Nartell Twins with their “Dance 
of Jadoo”, comic Carl McCullough, Mlle. Valeska (”Mirza of 
Peshawar”), and Phil Latosca “The Talkative Juggler.” A number of 
the acts seem to have been chosen for the slightly “Mysterious East”
flavour of their performances, to compliment Alexander’s stage 
persona. An attractive piece of Vaudeville ephemera, whether or 
not the playbill was ever put into circulation is unknown. 
[Ref: 1006] £450



3.  Diverse Hands: The Members of The Mercurii. 
Compendium of Astrology, Geomancy, and Occult Philosophy. 
Comprising The Ancient Practice of raising Spirits, and invocating the 
Dead. Apparitions, Visions, and extraordinary Dreams. Curious Charms, 
Talismans, and wonderful Secrets in Occult Philosophy. Lives of eminent 
Philosophers, Astrologers, and Magicians. An easy Introduction to the 
celestial Science of Astrology. The art of setting a Figure to any time 
proposed. The art of casting a Nativity, and resolving all lawful Horary 
Questions relative to the Fate of both Sexes. Monthly Prognostications 
and Predictions. An Explanation of the Oriental Science of Geomancy, 
upon which no Author has written for 150 years. With a variety of 
important and interesting Matter not to be found in any other 
Publication. With nearly Sixty Hieroglyphics, beautifully engraved from 
Original Drawings. 
London: William Charlton Wright, 1825. 
8vo. 350pp. + 2pp. ads. Bound in original publisher’s powder blue 
paper cover boards with a cream paper spine. A very good copy 
with some chipping, scuffing and edgewear, chipping to the paper 
title label and some wear to the spine ends, nevertheless a robust 
and attractive survival. Edges: untrimmed, Paper: deliriously lovely,
Woodcuts: deliciously weird. “Sixth Edition” stated at base of title 
page, but whether this is entirely accurate or merely a piece of 
publishing house chicanery is tricky to ascertain, it’s basically a 
general title page for issues 1-22 of the occult magazine more 
normally titled “The Straggling Astrologer”, compiled by “The 
Members of The Mercurii” and rampaging its way gleefully 
through the arcane arts with the aid of some pretty fantastic 
engravings, astrological symbols, royal horoscopes, commentaries 
upon Byron, Mr. Sadler the Aeronaut, the Princess of Cumberland 
(who is a notable contributor, allowing the publication to use a 
royal warrant and pretty much go full Francis Barrett (the sub title 
of this periodical is ‘The Magazine of Celestial Intelligences’, oh 
little Magus in great shades). 



The contributor list for The Straggling Astrologer is another 
fabulously triumphant piece of occult chicanery: T. C. R.; R. C. S.; R.
C. Smith; Mercurius, The Royal Merlin, Olive Princess of 
Cumberland, Omicron, Lyra, Madamoiseller Le Normand, Mirror, 
etc. The intention is obviously and delightfully to paint “The 
Members of The Mercurii” as a vast and arcane network of 
practitioners spread across the world, hidden from mundane sight 
by their pseudonyms, but burrowing into the bubbles of the earth 
to excavate and share their secrets with the eager appetites of 19th 



century Londoners for the price of a few pence. 

In actual fact the likelihood is that the vast majority of the work 
came from Robert Cross Smith (aka “Raphael”, “Medusa” etc.) and 
a couple of his mates, George Graham the struggling alchemist; and
John Varley, artist and friend of none other than William Blake. 



There were undoubtedly other contributors here and there, but the 
international network of adepts was in all likelihood a show of 
strength in what seems to have been a rather shadowy “War of The 
Astrologers” taking place in early 19th century London, where rival
schools and systems of occult knowledge (people like “John 
English” and, a diverse group of ex Barrett acolytes) took out their 
pens and virulently attacked each other in letters, essays, and 
articles in rival publications. Frankly knowing this was a thing and 
learning about it gives me life when all else has failed this year. It’s 
gorgeous, fascinating, mad as a bag of weasels, and basically just 
the mouth of a rabbit hole in book form. Scarce. 
[Ref: 1003] £500



4.  M'Levy, James. Curiosities of Crime in Edinburgh. 
Edinburgh: William Kay, 1861. 
Stated Fourth edition. 8vo. Full pebble grained morocco gilt. 304pp. 
All edges gilt. Minor scuffing and edgewear, a very good, clean 
copy. Internally clean. A rather scarce little collection of horse's 
mouth crime memoir from Victorian Edinburgh, inscribed:
“The Author’s Respectful Compliments, 25th February, 1861”
James M’Levy became a policeman in 1830, handling more than 
2,200 cases throughout his career, becoming Edinburgh’s first, and 
arguably most famous, detective, and penning a number of 
phenomenally popular accounts of criminal investigation. He is 
occasionally cited as a possible inspiration for Arthur Conan Doyle, 
who studied in Edinburgh. Inscribed material is scarce. Gritty and 
full of adventures with titles like “The Bloodstained Moleskin.” 
[Ref: 1004] £250



5.  Various [Cahrles Green]. Three Pieces of 19th Century 
Aeronautical Ephemera. 
The Balloon. Single paper sheet handbill, 8” x 10” advertising the 
Coronation Balloon, with a small woodcut illustration of the 
balloon to the upper left, ascending from the Gas Company’s 
Station Yard at Stamford on the 1st July, 1825, under the auspices of 
Mr. Green. Very minor light spotting and wear, otherwise a 
sparkling survival. “The Filling of the Balloon will commence at 
TWELVE, and the Ascent will take Place at THREE o’Clock. The 
ROYAL SOUTH LINCOLN BAND, by the Permission of Captain 
Smith will attend on the Occasion.” Delightful. 



The Mr. Green in question is of course the luminous aeronaut 
Charles Green, who dominated British ballooning in the 19th 
century with his revolutionary use of coal gas as a lifting agent 
(hence the choice of gas yard as a venue one presumes), and the 
utilisation of trailing ropes for steering and stability purposes. He 
was the pilot of the Coronation Balloon and also of the probably 
rather more famous Nassau Balloon, that regularly made flights 
from Vauxhall and Cremorne Gardens for the edification and 
delight of the revellers. By the time he had retiredin the 1850’s he 
had made over 500 balloon trips, including at night and over into 
continental Europe. When one thinks of a 19th century British 
Aeronaut, one thinks of Mr. Green.

Cremorne Gardens, Monday August 3rd, 1846...Ascent of The 
Nassau Balloon. Single handbill sheet of paper, 5” x 7.5”, somewhat
closely trimmed along the bottom edge affecting the printers 
imprint (...Steam Printing Company, 59 West Street, Smithfield. 
Actually a steam printing company address that produced a large 
number of aeronautical handbills and posters during the mid 19th 
century), otherwise a clean, sharp, well preserved example. Large 
woodcut of the balloon gondola to the centre of the handbill. The 
bill advertises a flight by the famous Mr. Green at Seven o’clock “at 
which hour Mr. Green will ascend into the regions of space, taking 
up with him a dozen ladies and gentlemen in the Car.” The rather 
dense text goes on to tout the gastronomic delights of Cremorne 
Gardens, and describes the whole affair as “A Crown Entertainment
for ONE SHILLING.” Bargain. 



The Sky Bicycle Air Ship, Invented by Prof. Carl Myers. Handbill 
sheet, 13” x 7”. Early 1890’s. Large illustration of the Sky Bicycle to 
the upper portion of the sheet. Paper browned and a little brittle, at 
some point the bill has been folded and split along the folds, before 
being repaired with archival tape, an unfortunate occurrence, there 
are three small areas of loss, interfering with but not hindering the 
understanding of, the text. There is also a small chip of loss to the 
middle lower edge. The exhibition flight of “...the only air vessel 



other than a balloon that is making public exhibitions out doors 
anywhere in the world today.” took place at the Bay State Bicycle 
Tournament on May 30th. 



The US bicycling community seem to have been strong supporters 
of Prof. Myers endeavours, The Wheelman periodical from 1893 
saying this:
“Several successful ascensions have recently been made in central New 
York on Professor Myer's sky bicycle. It consists of a hydrogen gas spindle
with a very sharp bow and stern, and almost globular amidships. The gas 
spindle exactly supports the rider in mid-air; sitting on a bicycle seat. 
Cranks at hands and feet combine to operate a screw sail in front which 
draws the whole machine forward. Be- hind the rider is a frail cloth rudder
which can be placed in any angle or upon any plane. On either side of the 
rider are outspread wings which serve as guiding or buoying surfaces. The
weight of the rider himself is another element in the guidance of the craft. 
If he leans backward the machine goes up, if forward it slides downward, 
leaning right or left turns the machine in that direction like a circling bird.
By placing one wing horizontal and one perpendicular, the course of the 
vessel is checked on one side and it spins around as on a pivot. All these 
manoeuvers were successfully carried out in mid-air, at distances varying 
from an elevation of a few feet to one of hundreds of feet.”
Professor Myer’s was quite the aeronautical entrepreneur, founder 
of the Balloon Farm in Herkimer County NY, so called because the 
balloon envelopes were semi-inflated on his front lawn, making 
them look like giant, other worldly mushrooms, he was the 
inventor of a varnishing method for silk balloon material that 
enabled it to hold hydrogen more efficiently. This was a huge step 
forward for mass production, and Myers secure a contract or two 
with the US military supplying balloons of varying sizes and 
designs for military purposes. He also created a method intended to
create rain for drought hit areas, by seeding the skies with high 
altitude balloon bombs, rigged to explode and filled with “oxy-
hydrogen”, a side effect of the massive explosion theoretically being
the creation of water through particle aggregation. Myers seems to 
have had an unstoppable appetite for invention, and puts one in 
mind of a character from Jules Verne, which he may well have been.



A side note would be that the most skilled aeronaut in Myers 
company, and the undoubted master of the sky bicycle was his wife,
Mary, who began as his lab assistant before blossoming into her 
true role as aero machine test pilot and demonstrating as “Carlotta, 
The Lady Aeronaut.” Scarce.
[Ref: 1007] £500

6.  Various: Harry Price, W. Richards, [Arthur Clayton]. Three 
Scarce Spiritualist Pamphlets on Diverse Subjects:. 

How I Lost my Material Sight and Gained The Spiritual; The 
fascinating Story of Arthur Clayton, The Blind Boy Medium. 
Manchester: “The Two Worlds” Publishing Co. n.d. [C. 1919] Third 
Edition. 11pp. Publisher’s buff paper wraps illustrated with a 
photograph of Arthur Clayton, very minor wear and 
discolouration, a very good copy indeed of a fragile ephemeral 
piece of publishing. An autobiographical account by young Arthur 
Clayton, explaining how he lost his sight due to a “brain abcess” 
and through the faith of his father was taken into the Spiritualist 
Church, whereupon he realised he could hear and pass on the 
messages of the spirits as some sort of divine concolation for his 
affliction. Exceptionally scarce, it ends rather wryly with:
“NOTE–TO ALL MY FRIENDS.
I wish to state that I do not give private readings or psychometry 
neither by post or at my home. My work is exclusively confined to 
the platform”

“Cold Light on Spiritualistic Phenomena”, An Experiment With 
The Crewe Circle. by Harry Price. First edition. London: Kegan 
Paul, Trench, Trubner & Co. 1922. 15pp. Publisher’s pale red paper 
wraps, illustrated in typically Price-ian dramatic fashion. Minor 
edgewear and scuffing, remarkably clean and strong. Very good 
indeed. Internally clean, illustrated with photographs and in text 



sketches. First separately available edition of Price’s essay on Spirit 
Photography, previously published in The Journal of The Society 
for Psychical Research with the intention of "giving the public a 
useful lesson in the observation of alleged psychic photography." as 
Price states in the preface. Scarce.
My Son is Living, Though Dead. By W. Richards. “The Two 
Worlds” Publishing Co. Manchester. 1935. 22pp. + 2pp. ads (the 
wraps are also covered in ads for other spiritualist publication from 
Two Worlds. Publisher’s grey card wraps, strong and clean, slight 
discolouration to the spine area, otherwise sharp and bright. A 
rather moving account (whatever one’s beliefs regarding 
spiritualism) of a bereaved father finding peace after the loss of his 
son through the ministrations of a local medium. Scarce and 
seemingly unknown.
[Ref: 1005] £300


